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Connections Coordinator’'s Column

Another school year and church program year are here. This newsletter is filled
with activities and opportunities to be involved. But our lives are busy and too many
things crowd our days.

The Rev. Gradye Parsons, stated clerk of PC(USA) General Assembly, wrote re-

cently about visiting the Presbyterian Reformed Church in Cuba. He spoke of visit-

ing churches and hearing stories of the difficult times a generation ago when a

handful of faithful pastors and members kept the churches open. Now the churches
are full and overflowing. He tells the story he heard from Dora Arce Valentin, a pastor in Havana.
Dora’s father was a pastor and, as a child, she was often the only young person in the congregation.
Like any minister’s child, she protested. Dora remembers her grandmother saying to her, “Dora, you
have to go to church. It is important that people see you there. God will bring the other people.” Now
Dora serves an active, vibrant congregation. Her faithful witness as a child helped the church to hold
on.

We often wonder about the future of our church and the future of the church universal. We wonder
what our church will look like in the future and how we can adapt to the rapidly changing culture. We
try to figure out how we can better serve the neighborhood and the world where we live. We ask how
our faith and hope can keep our church strong and growing. A part of our witness is faithfully choosing
to be a part of the Body of Christ in this place. To be the church, we need to be the church together.

Gradye Parsons ends his column with this charge. “Cuba holds a lesson for us: God is ever more
faithful than we can imagine. So, Presbyterians, go to church. It is important that people see you

there. God will bring the other people.” . .
Blessings, Eileen

Presbyterian Pilgrimage

Are you seeking an opportunity to get away, ponder your life of faith, and to reconnect or renew your
relationship with God? How about a chance to experience an abundance of God's grace and love while
enjoying a beautiful Michigan setting? If any of these ideas resonate with you, please consider Presby-
terian Pilgrimage.

A Pilgrimage weekend provides a three day opportunity to study Christian living. The weekend is cen-
tered on short talks given by lay-people and pastors. Small groups are formed for discussion. Worship,
singing, fellowship, and good food are all part of the three days.

The format of the Cursillo weekends was started by the Catholic community in the 1950's. Other de-
nominations have adopted Cursillo format - perhaps you have heard of Walk to Emmaus, Tres Dias,
DeColores, or The Great Banquet. Pilgrimage is an ecumenical experience and co-ed, so couples often
attend together and find it to be a strengthening experience for their relationships.

The next Presbyterian Pilgrimage is on October 14 to 17 at Camp Henry in Newaygo. The cost is $150
per person and scholarships are available. For more information or to register, go to
www.mppilgrimage.org.
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