
  

 

  

 

N E W S L E T T E R  

F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 3  
f a c e b o o k @ w e s t m i n s t e r p r e s b y t e r i a n p o r t a g e  

1 5 1 5  H e l e n  A v e n u e ,   

P o r t a g e ,  M I   4 9 0 0 2  

( 2 6 9 )  3 4 4 - 3 9 6 6  

E m a i l    

w e s t m i n s t e r p @ w p c p o r t a g e . o r g                

w e b s i t e   w w w . w p c p o r t a g e . o r g  

Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and your 

neighbor as yourself.” Luke 10:27 
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Please send joys and concerns  

for the Prayer List each week by 

Thursday noon. The Prayer List 

will be sent out by mail (again, 

usually Thursday or Friday) and 

postal-mailed to those who are 

home bound. 

Thank you for sharing your joys 

and concerns with others and for 

praying for the concerns shared. 

W e l c o m e  S t a t e m e n t  
 

W e  o p e n  o u r  d o o r s  t o  a l l  p e r s o n s  t o  j o i n  i n  w o r s h i p ,   

f e l l o w s h i p ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e .  
 

W e  w e l c o m e  i n t o  m e m b e r s h i p  a l l  w h o  p r o f e s s  f a i t h  i n  

 J e s u s  C h r i s t  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  g e n d e r ,  a g e ,  r a c e ,   

e t h n i c  o r i g i n ,  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s ,  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  

d i s a b i l i t y ,   

o r  a n y  o t h e r  h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n .  
 

W e  e l e c t  a n d  o r d a i n  a s  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  

c h u r c h  p e r s o n s  

 w h o  a r e  c a l l e d  b y  G o d  a n d  c o m m i t t e d  

t o  s e r v i n g  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i n  t h e  

C h u r c h .  
                                                                                                                            

    a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  S e s s i o n ,   M a y  1 8 ,  2 0 0 9  

February Birthdays  
3 Janet Duggins 

5 Carola Teugh 

6     Abby Dunlop 

7 Jim Gluys 

 Cindy Green 

       Laurie Nic 

8     Margaret Charron 

10 Amy Capelli 

 

21 Martin & Kelly Schultz  

 

 

 

 

11 Vicki Hoover 

12 Audrey Curry 

 Mary Lou Rohwer 

13   Sarah Sullivan 

16 Brian Weiss 

 Jennifer Weiss 

19 Virginia Bushnell 

29   Heather Zerban 

Anniversaries 



3 

 

3 

 

Pandemic response team report: 

 

Currently, we’re hanging at about 30 official cases of COVID/

day in Kalamazoo County (although this is surely an 

undercount given home testing). On the bright side, our test 

positivity is down to 15% (from the mid-20’s; we’re aiming to be at 3-5%!). Hospitalized 

patients in our area have recently increased (currently sitting at a daily census of 54 patients in 

Kalamazoo’s hospitals). So it appears that we’re currently at “Medium” level based on cases 

and hospitalizations according to the CDC. Generally, the current strains of COVID appear to 

be very highly transmissible but cause less severe disease. 

 

At Westminster, we’re still encouraging (but not mandating) masking and social distancing. At 

this point, individuals need to start making their own choices whenever they go out in public: 

mask or no mask? How crowded is the place I’m going? Do people appear sick (coughing)? 

Obviously, we expect that individuals will stay home from church if they don’t feel well and do 

at-home tests as needed. 

 

The government is currently offering four free at-home covid tests/household/month, and 

some local pharmacies (Walgreens) are giving out eight free tests/person/month. Influenza A 

is still circulating in our community. It started earlier this winter than usual; case numbers are 

still significant. 

 

Do your best to stay healthy out there! 

 

Paula Schriemer, M.D. 

For the Pandemic Response Team 
 

OUR OFFICE HOURS : 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays:  9 am to 4:30 pm    
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Worship is In-Person AND Online every Sunday morning at 9:30 am 

We hope you will join us, one way or another, whenever you are able! 

You do not have to have a Facebook profile or be a regular user to access livestreamed 

worship; you just need internet access.  

Go to: www.facebook.com/WestminsterPresbyterianPortage/    

If you plan to worship virtually, look for an email each week on Thursday with the order 

of worship & other info (including the above link) for the upcoming Sunday.  

Reminder about winter weather and church 

If we have snowy, icy, or cold weather on a Sunday morning, please remember that worship 

is livestreamed!  If the roads look bad where you are, please stay safe and join us virtually.  

Everyone’s safety is our first priority. And thankfully, we can still worship together. 

Is Our 2023 Worship Theme 

February 5                       COMMUNION 

Guest Preacher:  Rev. Kathleen Robertson King, United Campus Ministries          

                                                                          No Children & Worship today 

February 12                               “But….” 

Matthew 5:21-37;                                                                                  Children & Worship     

1 Corinthians 3:1-9   

 

February 19            TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 

Matthew 17:1-9                                                                                                                                Children & Worship 

          

February 22, 7 pm     ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE  

                                                        with special music from our choir  
 

February 26                  FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

Ephesians 5:6-20; Matthew 4:1-11                                                                       Children & Worship 

https://www.facebook.com/WestminsterPresbyterianPortage/
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I was looking at the February calendar and thinking (again) that this is kind of a strange 

month.  It’s not just that it’s noticeably our shortest month, nor that the weather can be … 

unpredictable, nor that I celebrate(?) being one year older at the beginning of every February. 

It’s that this is a month that encompasses Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday – two holidays 

about as different as holidays can get.  I recently was reminded that February is also “Heart 

Month” according to good folks at the American Heart Association, who want us to remember 

that heart disease and heart attacks cause many untimely deaths, and urge us to take heart 

health seriously.  ”Well,” I thought, “there’s a connection both with the hearts of Valentine’s 

Day and the traditional Ash Wednesday reminder that we are mortal.” 

 

But as I thought about it some more, I realized that there is a deeper (and more positive and 

constructive!) thread linking these disparate occasions. On Valentine’s Day we remember and 

celebrate our loving relationships of all kinds, and we make special efforts to let those we love 

know how much they mean to us. In Lent, we repent of the ways we have turned away from 

love, the ways we have fallen short of Jesus’ command to love God and our neighbors. We try 

to make our hearts right with God. We reflect on Jesus’ example, and recommit ourselves to 

the work of love.   

We do these things – we are able to do these things – because we ourselves are loved by God 

– tenderly, extravagantly, unconditionally, always.  Sometimes we forget this; sometimes, in 

order to take it in, we have to work at overcoming unloving messages we have absorbed in 

our lives.  But it’s so important, and so true, that we should maybe be sending ourselves 

valentines every single day as reminders. And taking good care of ourselves, too; what is 

taking care of ourselves, but acquiescing to the truth that we are loved and worth caring for?   

 

So I hope this “Heart Month” can be a time of opening our hearts, taking care of our hearts, 

giving our hearts… receiving, honoring, and sharing love … remembering that all love, 

ultimately, has its source in God, who is Love. 

 

Love and peace, Janet  

 

Here is one of my favorite quotes about love, from the writer Ursula K. Le Guin: “Love doesn’t 

just sit there, like a stone, it has to be made, like bread; remade all the time, made new.” 

 F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R S ’  D E S K  
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First Presbyterian Refugee Sponsor Team Update: The Salarzai Family 

Nick Pratt and Barb Daniels pick up and drop off family members from ESL classes held 

at the Oakwood Center each week.  Like all families, they have a multitude of health-

related appointments to go to.  If you are able to help with transportation, even once, 

please contact Bev Murray. She is the transportation coordinator at First Pres. It is a 

blessing to meet and help this Afghan family assimilate into our community. 

Event Highlight 

WOMEN’S RETREAT:  “Making Time … for BLESSING.” Westminster’s Presbyterian 

Women invite you to join us as we continue our series of occasional “Making Time” 

mini-retreats focusing on “blessing” as a spiritual practice. 

What:    Friends, faith, and fun  

When:   Saturday, February 25, 

       8:30 am– noon  

Where:  At Westminster  

Who:     Women of any age    

 

Can you invite a friend? Of course! 

Come refresh your spirit with worship, 

conversation, reflection and prayer! 

Please consider bringing: 

A donation of feminine hygiene products for Generous Hands’ Period Project. 

RSVP to Leslie Ashbaugh by February 19 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  

Wednesday Morning Bible Study   

10 am Zoom 

  Studying the gospel of John.   

New participants welcome! 

Contact Pastor Jerry 

MEN’S BOOK STUDY  

   1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 8:30 am,  

Church library 

   Reading & discussing   

Holy Envy  by Barbara Brown Taylor  

 

FAITH BOOK CLUB 

Next meeting: March 14, 7 pm by Zoom 

Our book will be: Faith Book Club book, 

“The Reading List,”  

By Sara Nisha Adams  

New to FBC?   

Let Lorie Leak know  

if you need the Zoom link. 
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Westminster’s Session wished to share with the congregation this statement, 

developed by our Racial Equity Discussion Group and adopted by the Session at 

their January meeting. 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church Statement about Racism               

As people dedicated to following Jesus Christ, it is our desire to respond to all people 

in the open, inclusive, and compassionate way of Jesus.  We believe the church should 

strive to be the “Beloved Community” in which all find welcome, respect, and hope. 

 

As a “Matthew 25” congregation, we have made a commitment to the goals of this 

Presbyterian Church (USA) denominational initiative, including dismantling structural 

racism.  The Racial Equity Discussion group is dedicated to helping the church live into 

that commitment. 

 

As Christians who worship in a majority-white congregation, we recognize that we need 

to learn about racism and that we need to act on dismantling racism. We have begun, 

and invite others into, what we understand to be a life-long process of studying, 

listening, and learning. It is not our intention to foster guilt or blame, but to 

acknowledge and embrace a sense of responsibility for creating a better, more 

equitable future. We believe that racism hurts us all, and that healing the wounds of 

racism serves the common good.  

 

This means becoming aware of the ways and places in 

which racism is present, seeking to understand and be 

truthful about the history of racism, continually 

learning about cultures different from our own, and 

listening more deeply, particularly to people of color.  

It also means each one of us finding concrete ways to 

act to overcome racism.    

 



9 

 

9 

 

We recognize the structural nature of racism and its effects on institutions, groups, 

and our society as a whole.  We know that we need to be aware of how we as a 

church have benefited from as well as contributed to racism.  We believe that we 

must work together with others to identify, understand, and make changes to 

policies, systems, institutions, language, and practices that disadvantage people of 

color.  We believe that the evil of racism must be honestly confronted and 

addressed, in public life as well as in private attitudes and actions, and that the 

church has a vital role to play.     

 

As a congregation, we will continue this work in various ways, including the 

following: 

-Make use of the church newsletter, Adult Education time, and other avenues to 

help members of our worshiping community gain a deeper understanding of racism. 

-Recommend to the congregation resources for learning about racism 

-Support the pastors, session, and other leaders in a commitment to anti-racism  

-Strengthen connection with and increase involvement in ISAAC (Interfaith Strategy 

for Advocacy and Action in the Community) 

-Encourage participation in anti-racism trainings 

offered through ERACCE (Eliminating Racism and 

Claiming/Celebrating Equity). 

-Encourage the development of cultural 

competency: knowledge and skills for interacting 

effectively and fairly with others of diverse 

background. 

-Review our policies and practices for 

inclusiveness and equity 

-Review mission projects and priorities to guard 

against bias and promote equity. 

-Develop templates for checking equity, 

inclusion, and diversity 



10 

 

10 

 

Presbyterian Women Churchwide Justice & Peace 

Committee is hosting a 2023 Book Discussion Group via 

Zoom bi-monthly on  

Mondays, from 6:30-8:30 pm. There is a special webinar 

with author William Yoo, on 

 February 13, 2023. He will discuss his book,  

“What Kind of Christianity:  A History of Slavery and 

 Anti-Black Racism in the Presbyterian Church.”  

Register at presbyterianwomen.org/justice to receive 

the zoom link and discussion guide. 

 

Get Connected, Build Relationships, Burn Calories! 

Play Pickle ball (WPC Gym) 

  Monday & Thursday mornings, 9-11 am 

  Tuesday evenings, 6:30-8:30 pm 

Play Volleyball (WPC Gym) 

   Wednesday evenings, 7:30 pm 

Indoor Walking (Portage Northern Dog 

House)  

   Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 pm,  

   Runs from January 19th- March 2nd  

Special Announcement 

March’s newsletter deadline will be February 15th, as the administrative assistant 

will be out on medical leave from February 20th to March 12th. Please send all 

newsletter submissions to Pastor Janet and Pastor Jerry.  
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION  

February 5 at 11:00 am   A Conversation about our Local & Directed Mission Allocations 

February 12 at 10:45 am Bread for the World 

February 19 & 26 at 10:45 am  The Universal Christ 

 

The first two Sundays of February continue a focus on organizations supported by the 

directed mission portion of our budget. In January, we learned more about Generous Hands 

(not currently supported by the budget, but being considered for 2023), Meals on Wheels 

(supported through volunteers), and Loaves and Fishes (a long-standing commitment). Eileen 

introduced us to the Presbyterian Hunger Program on the 22nd.  

On February 5 (by ZOOM only), we will look more generally at directed mission and factors 

that have played a role in the mission team’s decisions regarding allocations. To what extent 

are members involved? Does the overall list of organizations represent a balance of 

approaches (advocacy, direct assistance, building independence)? Discussion will follow 

seeking specific input in preparation for the mission team’s meeting on February 13 devoted 

to determining allocations for 2023. 

On February 12, Mary Anderson will share with us the vision of Bread for the World and its 

specific emphasis for 2023. This will be helpful preparation as we look toward a service Sunday 

in the near future focusing on the “Offering of Letters.” 

Beginning February 19 and continuing through Lent, Pastor Jerry will lead a discussion on Part 

Two of Richard Rohr’s book, The Universal Christ. After laying out in Part One that Christ has 

appeared in many times and places throughout creation’s history and continues to be present, 

even in us; Rohr undertakes the task of laying out what this means for our understanding of 

Jesus of Nazareth. He brings a fresh perspective to the meaning of Jesus’ life, teaching, work, 

death, and resurrection. His insistence that we see Jesus as a human being makes him more 

real and ultimately transformative for our lives. 
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My 2022 Star Gift was CREATIVITY: 

Creativity is the ability to use imagination to create 

something new. Innovation is putting that in 

practice. Creativity comes from God because He is 

the Creator. I had to create new ways to make an 

impact and build trust with the preschoolers when I 

moved from serving one classroom to serving 

many classrooms (substitute teaching). I had to 

think outside the box to eat, dress, exercise, drive, 

and occupy my time while recovering from my 

complicated wrist/arm surgery. I had to use a 

creative lens (my camera) to submit a piece of art 

to the WPC Art Festival. I found creative new ways  

to seek relationships (pickleball, contra-dancing,  

book clubs, mission team, etc.).  

Thanks!  

- Barb Daniels  

My 2022 Star Gift 2022 was CLARITY 

Clarity is defined as "clearness as to 

understanding; freedom from ambiguity." 

When I received this as my Star Gift last 

year, I had no idea what to make of it. So 

I did what anyone does these days - I 

googled how to get clarity and what to 

do once I found it.  I found that worked 

for me were to create space, write down 

what really mattered to me, and do one 

thing at a time. This helped because I 

realized there were things in my life for 

which I needed clarity. My Star Gift also 

reminded me that God knows what we 

need when we need it - not always what 

we want. My Star Gift was what I needed.  

- Lisa Buesing  
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 MISSION TEAM INVITATION 

On February 13 at 3:30 pm, the Mission Team will meet to determine allocations of 

the Local and Directed Mission portion of the budget for 2023. Weather permitting, 

we will also be gathering in person at the church. This meeting will have a zoom 

option available. We are interested in receiving input from members and friends 

beyond those who regularly participate on this team. You may share your thoughts 

and insights by: 

1) Sending an email to the chair Fred Welch  

2) Attending the adult education class on February 5, or  

3) Coming to the meeting on the 13th. 

For a number of years the Mission Team has been interested in reducing the number 

of organizations so that we could make larger donations. Any suggestions for new 

organizations to support should come with a rationale. For example, we are 

considering adding Generous Hands because members are involved with this 

organization, it has strong support from others in the congregation, and its focus on 

food insecurity fits well with being a Matthew 25 Congregation. The team would 

appreciate your insights about which organizations that we currently support most 

align with our values. Which ones seem less connected to where we are as a 

congregation? We’d like to focus more while retaining (or improving) the balance (see 

Adult Education article) of needs we address. Thank you for your participation in this 

important aspect our church’s life. 
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Westminster will Welcome an International Guest! 

We will have the honor of hosting an international guest from April 3 to the 24. 

Sanjana Das is from India and she works to educate others about human 

trafficking. A group will be coordinating her visit and we will need host homes for 

about a week at a time. The host homes need to be cat-free as she has an allergy 

to cats. Sanjana is excited for the opportunity to tell us more about her work. She 

also will be looking to connect with other groups in 

Kalamazoo.  

 

If you have ideas for opportunities for speaking 

engagements or fun things to do with her, or would 

like to help to coordinate her visit, please contact 

Eileen Best.  

“WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER!”   

Pastor Janet will again offer this two-session class on Sundays February 12 and 

March 5, during the Adult Education time following worship.  This is for anyone 

who is new (or new-ish) to Westminster.  It’s an opportunity – very informal -to 

find out a bit more about the congregation and ask questions… and to let us know 

how we can help you connect with the life of the church. There’s no commitment 

involved, and no pressure.  It’s really ok to 

come just to find out a little more about the 

church.  The first session is an introduction 

to Westminster’s ministries and 

priorities. The second session looks a bit at 

what being Presbyterian is all about and 

what it means to be a part of the church.  

Come with your questions!  Talk with Pastor 

Janet to learn more.   
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         In January, Executive Director of Generous Hands, Sheri Louis, and Paula 

Schriemer shared the organization's history and mission at Adult Ed. 

Presbyterian Women want to thank the people of Westminster for your generous 

snack donations to the POWER PACK Program. These packs, filled with nutritious 

food, help children in the Vicksburg area who are at risk of being hungry over the 

weekend.  Lack of food can profoundly affect children's health and 

academic performance. 

Another program that specifically supports girls in their educational efforts is 

the PERIOD PROGRAM. Many girls miss school due to lack of supplies. Generous 

Hands provides tampons and pads to girls at GH and all Vicksburg school 

offices.  During the month of February, Presbyterian Women will collect feminine 

hygiene products for Generous Hands.  Please put donations in the basket in the 

Narthex.  Monetary donations can be given to Barb Daniels. 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Announcement 

Pastor Janet and Pastor Jerry will be off from February 

first through the fifth. Reverend Doug Nettleton will be 

on call during those days.  
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Westminster Staff  

Reverend Janet Robertson Duggins                        jerryorjanet@wpcportage.org 

Reverend Jerry Duggins                                                     jerryorjanet@wpcportage.org 

Parish Associate - Reverend John Best                     johnmbest@gmail.com             

Pastor Emeritus – Reverend Richard Jackson   

Sunday School Coordinator – Leslie Ashbaugh                lesliea83@gmail.com 

Director of Music & Pianist – Marie Kerstetter                kpianogirl@aol.com 

Choir Director – Jason Zerban                          jzerban@hotmail.com 

Office Manager –  Shannon Egan                                           westminsterp@wpcportage.org 

Bookkeeper  - Audrey Curry                           bookkeeper@wpcportage.org 

Custodian – Ernest Pueblo                            ErPueblo@aol.com 

 

Congregational Leaders 
 

SESSION 

Mary Anderson, Clerk; Leslie Ashbaugh, Jim Gluys, Paul Paget, Carol Pratt,  

Jayme Ruimveld, Paula Schriemer, Kelly Schultz , Fred Welch 
 

DEACONS 

Ann Cirvencic, Moderator; Laurie Bushnell, Connie Campbell,  

Jodie Gerard, Valerie Kirkwood, Beth Myer, Nick Pratt, Mary Lou Rohwer 

 

    Administration  

   Finance……………………………………………… ..........................Paul Paget, Leslie Ashbaugh 

   Personnel…………………………………………….........................Carol Pratt 

   Building & Grounds…………………………………..................Jim Gluys 

 Children & Youth Ministries; Faith Formation…….........Leslie Ashbaugh                                                       

  Adult Education……………………………....................................Linda DeYoung  

  Congregational Life & Evangelism………...................….…Paula Schriemer, Jayme Ruimveld 

   Art Festival…………………………………….…….........................Miriam Duggins, Jodie Gerard 

 Mission…………………………………………………..........................Fred Welch 

   Green Team…………………………………..…….........................Eileen Best 

 Worship………………………………………………............................Kelly Schultz, Pastors 

 Presbyterian Women…………………………………….……….….Kelly Schultz 

 

Worship Coordinators: 

         Hosts…………………………………………………………..Cindy Green 

         Ushers…………………………………………………………Sarah Sullivan 

         Liturgists……………………………………..………….…..Jean Cox 

         Livestream, Sound & Techs…………………….…..Kelly Schultz   

          Children & Worship ...………………….…………..…Mary Lou Rohwer, Kelly Schultz  

         Communion………………………………………………...Kelly Schultz 

      Coffee Plus ................................................................Jayme Ruimveld                    
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